East Midlands Regional Homelessness Forum 

Briefing note

The East Midlands Regional Homelessness Forum is a regional group supported by GOEM and EMRA to help promote effective homelessness prevention and practice across the East Midlands.  The Forum is charged with delivering on the key outcomes of the East Midlands Regional Homelessness Strategy 2007. 

Every few months we will be sending you an email briefing that will give you some highlights and key information that might be useful to your work and key priorities.

If you want to know more about any particular item we mention or want to find out more about the forum then you can either check out the web site at www.emrhf.org.uk or email lisa@mwbconsultancy.co.uk 

March 2010 Briefing

There are 4 Enhanced Housing Options pilots in the East Midlands.  Each pilot is testing out new and different ways of linking homelessness and worklessness advice and support to encourage people who are vulnerable to gain secure accommodation and a route into work. 

The pilots are in: 

Nottingham

Kettering

Broxtowe

Derbyshire Home Options Partnership

Kickstart – Mansfield & Harborough

The forum is promoting and supporting work with Registered Social Landlords’ Homelessness Champions to help develop joined up approaches to prevention.  The RSLs in your area are probably involved and could be talking to you soon about homelessness prevention.

Recent statistics from CLG suggest that homelessness prevention is making a significant difference to homelessness in the East Midlands.  The last data available suggests that there has been a further reduction in the numbers of people being accepted as homeless and in the use of temporary accommodation.  The reduction in homelessness acceptances has been from a high point of 1.9 households per 1000 in 2003 to 0.4 households per 1000 in the quarter 3 of 2009.

The private rented sector is becoming an increasingly important option for people at risk of homelessness and the EMRHF is currently developing a research proposal to help improve our understanding of the use and sustainability of the private rented sector in the East Midlands.

Recent research into the medium term impacts of the recession carried out in the Midlands suggests that the most vulnerable groups of people e.g. those with mental health distress, ex-offenders etc are not being hit particularly hard at the moment but predicts that the medium term impact of reduced job opportunities, tightening in housing options and cuts in public services could have a major impact on their life chances.

