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Private Rented Sector

The proposed research project into the sustainability and future use of the private rented sector for homelessness prevention is still in development.  A brief has been drafted and we are waiting to see if there is any change in focus from the new administration before putting the brief out for tender.  We will wait until the end of June before formalising the next stages.  It is hoped that DASH (Decent and Safe Homes Project) will act as the organisation taking a lead on tendering etc.

David Scruton (Charnwood) and Jim Crawshaw (CLG) will act as part of any steering group set up to monitor the project.

The recent EMRHF workshop on the use of the private rented sector was well received and highlighted some great examples of work being done, and being planned, across the region.  Copies of the material used for the workshop are available via the web site (www.emrhf.org.uk )

RSL Homelessness Champions

The RSL champions group is keen to work with local and sub-regional partnerships on developing a simple ‘Homelessness Prevention Protocol’ with local authorities in the region.  

Nick Sedgwick developed a template that can be used to develop a protocol that can be used across various partnerships and areas.  Most sub-regions are keen to work on this with RSL partners, some have already begun work on 
this.  It was agreed that this area of work would be a focus for the forum in the coming months.

Next meeting of the RSL homelessness Champions is 1st July 2010.

New Government Agenda

Clearly these are going to be interesting times and the new administration is still in the process of establishing the more detailed elements of their approach to issues such as homelessness.  

For those keen to get some insight into the thinking behind much of what may follow it is worth reading ‘Control Shift’ a policy green paper released by the Conservative party prior to the election which sets out their proposals for how local government and social policy agendas might interact in the future.

The role and shape of any regional structures such as the Regional Housing Board are still to be clarified but the message from the centre appears to be that there are three priorities  ‘localism, localism, localism.’

What is clear is that homelessness prevention will need to be kept on the agenda and that we need to be collecting and sharing data on the benefits of prevention locally, sub-regionally and beyond.

Future Focus for the Forum  

We agreed at the meeting that we would restructure some elements of the support offered by mwb consultancy so that we can extend the support on offer up until March 2011.

This means that the mentoring scheme proposed some time ago will be downscaled and the time allocated for that element used to support and provide practical help to the sub-regions and partnerships on the following key areas:
· Demonstrating the value of homelessness prevention 

· Developing the RSL Homelessness Prevention Protocol

· Effective linkage to HCA single conversation

· Developing a policy early warning system 

· Promoting the sustainability of the Forum beyond March 2011

The ‘early warning system’ will be set up to help authorities, in particular the smaller authorities, to keep abreast of policy development and opportunities. 

We are working on the assumption that beyond March 2011 there may not be any money available to employ mwb consultancy in a support capacity so we will need to become as self-sustaining as possible.

The next workshop

Will be in September and focus on calculating and demonstrating the value of prevention.

We will make sure that the workshop takes account of the role of RSL’s, the 3rd Sector and Supporting People services.

Other stuff

Linked to the work noted above it was proposed that Paul (mwb) draft a quick proposal for some extended support/research on the benefits of prevention to be submitted to whatever regional bodies may end up allocating the remnants of the regional housing research resources.

Hospital Discharge protocols:  has anyone got something they are using that is making a difference?  Please let us know (lisa@mwbconsultancy.co.uk) 
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